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Update from the Waterford Board of Education 
Bringing the  

accomplishments  

and initiatives of the 

Waterford Public 

Schools to the Town, 

Community and 

beyond to create  a 

Connection  that 

will reinforce a 

strong commitment 

to coming together 

to educate the whole 

child. 

On Veterans Day Waterford High School’s Learning Through Service 

program sold green light bulbs to support the national GreenLight A 

Vet campaign.  “GreenLight A Vet is a campaign to establish visible 

national support for our veterans by changing one light to green. 

Green is the color of hope, renewal and well-being. The simple ges-

ture of changing one light to green creates a beacon of support and 

appreciation, and a visible symbol of our commitment to "greenlight" 

veterans forward as valued members of our communities.”  http://

www.greenlightavet.com/ 

 

Through this campaign, the WHS Learning through Service Program 

sold over 350 green bulbs, collecting over $3,200 that will be donated to Honor Flight New Eng-

land, an organization that plans special visits to Washington DC for senior Veterans to see the me-

morials and to honor them for their service to our country.  Also collected were over 100 thank you 

cards that will be distributed to our Veterans. 

 

The WHS Learning Through Service Program will be inscribing 32 bricks for the Honor Flight New 

England Memorial Pathway in East Providence. Each of the six schools that participated in this pro-

ject will be inscribing a brick from their school and the remaining 26 bricks will be inscribed by 

individuals who purchased a bulb or donated to Honor Flight New England.  

WPS in the Community 

                     The  

     Connection     

At the November 14th 

Board of Education meet-

ing, members Lisa Barry, 

Kathleen McCarty and 

Anne Ogden were recog-

nized for their years of ser-

vice on the Waterford 

Board of Education.  Elect-

ing not to run for another 

term, these three board 

members have been a crit-

ical part of the Board 

providing valuable insight into the policies and decisions for the 

district.  We are extremely grateful for their years of dedicated 

service and for their commitment to the board and the students of 

Waterford Public Schools. 

 Lisa Barry 

Served November 2013 - November 2017 

 Kathleen McCarty 

Served November 1997 - November 2017 

 Anne Ogden 

Served November 2001-November 2017 

Congratulations to the  

newly elected Waterford 

Board o f  E duc at ion  

members: 

 Joy Gaughan (D) 

Term 2017-2021 

 Christopher Jones (R) 

Term 2017-2021 

 Deb Roselli Kelly (D) 

Term 2017-2021 

Greg Benoit and  

Miriam Furey-Wagner 

were also reelected to the 

Board of Education.  Mr. Be-

noit will serve for the 2017-

2021 term and Ms. Furey-

Wagner will serve for the 

2017-2019 term. 
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“My daughter wakes 
up every morning 
excited to go to 
school.  She is excited 
to tell me what she has 
done at the end of the 
day.  Thanks to the 
daily emails, I know 
exactly the questions 
to ask about her 
day.  She is developing 
such a love of 
learning!” 
 

Parent of a Preschool Student  

gram is fortunate to have a 

dynamic preschool team, one 

that utilizes shared services 

of multiple student service 

providers.  The Connecticut 

Early Learning and Develop-

ment Standards (CT ELDS) 

serves as the foundation for 

ensuring that all young chil-

dren have high-quality learn-

ing experiences.  It is the 

framework that is  used in the 

Waterford Public Schools 

Preschool Program as the 

basis for planning learning 

environments, supporting 

individual children and com-

municating around common 

goals to deliver research-

based best practices and 

achieve kindergarten readi-

ness for Waterford students.  

It is the objective of the pre-

The Waterford Public 

Schools Preschool Program, 

in its inaugural year, has 

quickly become an excep-

tional program dedicated to 

servicing the needs of pre-

school students in Water-

ford.   The Early Learning 

Center, located at Great 

Neck Elementary School, 

offers a quality, nurturing, 

and productive learning 

environment, open to all 

Waterford three- and four-

year-old special education 

students and a limited num-

ber of general education 

students selected through a 

lottery system. 

 

This school year the pro-

gram hosts 32 students, con-

sisting of students receiving 

specialized services and  

peer role models.  The pro-
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WPS Preschool Program 

Second Annual Parent Academy Night 
On December 5th Waterford Public Schools hosted parents, staff and the community at the 

second annual Parent Academy Night.  Keynote speaker Thomas Pincince @tompince, deliv-

ered an informative presentation on Helping Parents and Students Understand the First Steps to 

Social Media Safety.  Waterford Public Schools’ staff also offered engaging workshops for par-

ents to attend throughout the evening.  Breakout sessions included workshops designed to 

help parents with curriculum, social and emotional strategies as well as planning for the stag-

es of the high school years.  Students from the high school assisted throughout the evening as 

guides, with childcare activities through the Learning Through Service Program as well as 

providing refreshments through the culinary arts program.  All in all this was an exciting and 

educational evening that brought the Waterford Public Schools’ parents, staff, students and 

community together.   

school program to support 

children to be creative, be 

inquisitive, be flexible, be 

critical thinkers, be purpose-

ful and reflective, and be 

social learners.   

Information regarding pre-

school services for the 2018

-2019 school year will be 

available January 2, 2018.  

Lottery Entrance Forms for 

general education students 

will be accepted January 

2nd through February 16th.  

For more information on the 

Waterford Public Schools 

Preschool Program, please 

visit the Waterford Public 

Schools  Websi te  a t  

www.waterfordschools.org 

“The Early Childhood Center at Great Neck has been an incredible experience for my son.  As a special edu-

cation student, attending this all-day program has been beneficial to his growth and development in speech 

and sensory abilities.  Interacting with peers and teachers allows him to practice and apply his skills on a 

daily basis.  As a parent, it is reassuring to know we made the right decision on the preschool program we 

enrolled our son in.”  Parent of a Preschool Student  



 Sophie Joseph  and  

Sophie Wang, Seniors at 

WHS, have been  selected as 

National Merit Scholar-

ship Semifinalists.  Chosen 

based on their 2016 PSAT 

scores, they will now have the 

opportunity to qualify as final-

ists and then compete for 
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DEPARTMENT OVERVIEW - INSTRUCTIONAL COACHES   

Since 2013, Waterford Public Schools has enhanced professional learning in the district through 

the use of Instructional Coaches.  Coaches in the areas of Literacy, Mathematics, and Technology 

have provided valuable professional learning in collaboration with classroom teachers that has 

benefited student learning and achievement.  Instructional coaches serve as a vital resource for 

classroom teachers in modeling and co-teaching lessons, facilitating professional development 

as well as revising assessments and implementing curriculum and best practices.   

In Waterford Instructional Coaches are found at all school levels . Each school has a dedicated 

Literacy Coach and Mathematics Coach and the district employs two Technology Coaches, one 

at the primary level and one for secondary.  Since the implementation of the Instructional Coach-

es in Waterford,  student assessment scores have increased.  The work in the district in literacy, 

especially Readers’ and Writers’ workshop and continuous job embedded professional learning 

that the Instructional Coaches have provided, has a large part in this achievement.  In the areas 

of Mathematics and Technology, Instructional Coaches have been instrumental in researching 

valuable programs that have enhanced educator and student growth.  They have also been an 

important voice for Waterford Public Schools, marketing the district at international conferences 

such as the International Society for Technology in Education (ISTE) as well as presenters at re-

gional professional development workshops in collaboration with surrounding districts.  Instruc-

tional Coaches in Waterford have proven to be a vital part of the dedicated team committed to 

supporting educators and impacting student’s lives through exceptional learning. 

Clark Lane Middle School was chosen 

as one of two schools in Connecticut to 

be documented by a film crew sent by 

the Special Olympics to document 

their Unified Program and interview 

Unified Coaches and Administra-

tors.  Our wonderful students, coaches 

and teachers (CLMS has three Unified 

Electives now!) will be featured in some 

materials the Special Olympics will be using to promote their 

fantastic organization.  A special thank you to Jill Long and 

Kaitlyn Sullivan for all their hard work with the afternoon’s 

logistics. Thank you to Pat Lloyd, Kaitlyn Sullivan, Andy 

Walker, and Molly Quiles for their hard work on electives 

in the area of Unified and to Jim Sachs and Tracy Moore for 

their support of such a great program. Everyone is so proud 

of the CLMS Unified program! 

On November 11th, 8 mem-

bers of the Waterford High 

School Chamber Orchestra 

were selected to perform in 

concert with Pop Star Violinist 

and Dancing with the Stars 

semi-finalist LINDSEY STIR-

LING at FOXWOODS Casi-

no.    The students played to a 

sell-out crowd of 4500 at the 

Grand Arena and received special recognition by Lindsey 

during the performance.   The concert was part of her 

2017 Warmer in the Winter Christmas Tour that plays out 

all across North America. Congratulations to Ryan Dom-

broski, Sophie Joseph, Sophie Wang, Olivia Billis, An-

dre Mastrandrea, Catherine Yao, Viviana Martinez 

and Stacey Tasoulas. 

summer.  The camp focused 

on  general fitness as it relates 

to fencing, fencing footwork, 

and learned a variety of tech-

niques to improve their fencing 

abilities. WHS Fencers partici-

pated in bouts and a tourna-

ment and were privileged to 

receive individual fencing les-

sons by an extensive coaching 

staff which included coaches 

from MIT, Brandeis University, 

Haverford College and a former 

Croatian Foil Olympic Medal-

ist.  Thank you to the Fencing 

Boosters who provided two 

scholarships for team members 

to attend. 

“This [camp] 

improved the 

technical and 

tactical as-

pects of the 

Lancer Fenc-

ing Team 

and  will sig-

nificantly 

contribute to 

their prepara-

tion for the 

new fencing 

season which 

began Novem-

ber 27th. ” 

Parent of WHS 

Fencing Team 

Member 

WPS Achievements National Merit Scholarships.  

We wish Sophie Joseph and 

Sophie Wang  the best as they 

pursue this prestigious scholar-

ship.   

 Ten members of the Water-

ford Lancer Fencing Team 

attended the Cambridge Fenc-

ing Club camp held at MIT this 

“Instructional Coaches are 

unique stakeholders in to-

day's schools. They don't 

abandon their role of teach-

er. On the contrary, they 

celebrate teachers by em-

bracing all the elements of 

the profession and sharing 

their learning with others. 

Instructional Coaches are a 

vital but underused re-

source in increasing stu-

dent success. By support-

ing and empowering them, 

schools can jumpstart real 

improvement.” 

http://www.ascd.org/publications/

educational-leadership/jun16/vol73/

num09/The-Many-Roles-of-an-

Instructional-Coach.aspx 



Athletic Accolades - Fall 2017 
Football 

 LUTHER WADE  1ST TEAM ECC 

   SPORTSMANSHIP AWARD 

 PETER TURELLO   1ST TEAM  ECC 

 MAX MAZZELLA  1ST TEAM ECC 

  ETHAN LEWIS  HONORABLE MENTION ECC 

   SCHOLAR ATHLETE 

Girls Soccer 

 JACKLYN LAVOIE  ALL- STATE & 1ST TEAM ECC 

 JULIA FLOREK  1ST TEAM ECC 

 MEAH ZERIO  SPORTSMANSHIP AWARD 

 JULIA KARLBERG  SCHOLAR ATHLETE 

Boys Soccer 

 BRENT RUTCHICK ALL-STATE & 1ST TEAM ECC 

 JAMES GREGG JR. 1ST TEAM ECC 

 HARRISON SEARLE HONORABLE MENTION ECC 

 KAYVON NEGAHBAN HONORABLE MENTION ECC 

 AUSTIN ABATE  SPORTSMANSHIP AWARD 

 LOGAN BOWDISH  SCHOLAR ATHLETE 

 

 

Stay Connected… 

 WPS Website - Visit 

www.waterfordschools.org for up to date 

BOE, school and event information. 

 BOE meetings are held on the 4th 

Thursday of each month.  For the 

complete schedule of meetings, go to 

the BOE section of the WPS Website. 

 Download the  WPS App to ‘stay 

abreast’ of all the happenings at our 

schools. 

 Follow us on Twitter :  @WPS_CT and 

@WaterfordSupt 

Waterford Public Schools 

Gregory A. Benoit, Board of Education Chairperson 

Thomas W. Giard III, Superintendent 

15 Rope Ferry Road 

Waterford , CT  06385 

Phone: 860-444-5852 

Fax: 860-444-5870 

Contact:  Caroline Whittaker - Executive Administrative 

Assistant to the Superintendent 

E-mail: cwhittaker@waterfordschools.org 

Waterford Public Schools is a community of learners that fosters 

and supports high aspirations, ensuring every student acquires the 

skills and knowledge necessary to be a responsible citizen, prepared 

to contribute and succeed in an ever-changing world. 

Congratulations 

to Marissa  

Walker, a  

Senior at 

Waterford High 

School, for  

being  

selected as the 

2018 Michael 

H. Savage  

Spirit of Sport 

winner.  

Marissa’s  award 

will be  

presented  

at the  

Scholar Athlete  

banquet in May. 
 

 

 

Photo adapted from The Day 

(Sarah Gordon/The Day ) 

Cross Country 

BOYS TEAM  ECC CO-CHAMPIONS MEDIUM DIV. 

 SAM LENES   TOP 15 FINISH AT ECC'S  

   CHAMPIONSHIP 

   1ST TEAM ECC   

 JOE CARANO  1ST TEAM ECC  

   SPORTSMANSHIP AWARD 

  ERIC ZANE  1ST TEAM ECC  

   SCHOLAR ATHLETE 

 LILY WATSON  SCHOLAR ATHLETE 

 RAYNE RIVERA  SPORTSMANSHIP AWARD 

GIRLS SWIMMING 

TEAM  2ND PLACE AT ECC  CHAMPIONSHIP 

  7TH AT CLASS S CHAMPIONSHIPS  

 ELLA DYJAK   ECC SWIMMER OF THE MEET,  

   ALL-STATE  

 SOPHIA PODESZWA  ECC CHAMPION DIVER 

   SCHOLAR ATHLETE 

 ZORA LABONTE SPORTSMANSHIP AWARD 

VOLLEYBALL 

 MOLLY KOSMA  1ST TEAM ECC 

 OLIVIA PACHECO  2ND TEAM 

 ANA MAGANO  2ND TEAM 

 SYDNEY TABOR  SPORTSMANSHIP AWARD 

 KAITLYN NOYES  SCHOLAR ATHLETE 

http://www.waterfordschools.org/Domain/1
http://www.waterfordschools.org/page/5
http://www.waterfordschools.org/cms/lib4/CT01001345/Centricity/Domain/1/Waterford%20Public%20Schools%20Mobile%20App.pdf
https://twitter.com/WPS_CT
https://twitter.com/WPS_CT
https://twitter.com/WaterfordSupt

